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Performances

Once again in June 2017 PRISMA was delighted to welcome musicians and music-lovers 

to enjoy what our festival and the Powell River region has to offer. This year there was an 

abundance of fun, huge talent, and stirring musical experiences, including a new concert 

by BC composers, added to our regular offerings.

Crowds braved cold temperatures to celebrate at PRISMA on the Beach, presented with 

the Tla’amin Nation, Powell River Regional District and The City of Powell River. This 

annual community celebration held on the traditional territory of the Tla’amin Nation 

was wrapped with multiple birthday celebrations:  PRISMA’s 5th, the Regional District’s 

50th and Canada’s 150th. 

About our Organization in 2017 

The PRISMA Festival is produced by the Pacific Region International Summer Music 

Academy Association. 

2017 marked a change for the organization as we moved our AGM to January from 

October. This allowed us to present a fuller picture of the past year to our members; as by 

January we have finalized financial statements and reports from all departments. 

Our AGM was held January 11, 2017 and was attended by 60 of our members. Combining 

the AGM business with snacks, refreshments and music by Arthur Arnold and Friends made 

for greater member engagement and participation in the business of the society. 

2017 marked our fifth year of operations. The society continues to thrive with its growing 

membership. 2017 brought a 79% increase in membership with 297 members joining at 

a variety of levels. 156 new members joined the society. Only 25 members did not renew 

from 2016.

Throughout the year, our very active, working Board of Directors paid thoughtful 

attention to the needs of the society, dedicated countless hours to the success of the 

event and continue to set the ground work for future sustainability, growth and stability 

of the event. Plans were set in motion to launch a new staffing structure to consolidate 

responsibilities and to bring more stable employment for staff. 

Our festival could not exist without the generous contributions of community volunteers. 

Seventy-five volunteers contributed thousands of hours in 2017, lending their time and 

expertise to make the event run smoothly. This year, thirteen students were placed in 

homestays, and many of our homestay hosts are eager to participate again.
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April Spring Concerts -Arthur and Friends

It is becoming an established tradition for The PRISMA Festival to launch its musical year in April 

with a spring concert to whet the public’s musical appetite. Thanks to our Music Director, Arthur 

Arnold and his enthusiasm for bringing renowned international artists to Powell River in inventive 

combinations, we were delighted to welcome Marc Goldberg (bassoon), Janet Arms (flute), Christina 

Hutten (harpsichord) and Megan Skidmore (soprano voice) to concerts in Courtenay and Powell 

River.  They were joined in Powell River by the Powell River Youth Choir, and on the Island by 

vocalist Jen Forsland and the Island Voices Chamber Choir.  

PRISMA on the Beach - Our Free Community Celebration of PRISMA 

Even in June, holding an open-air concert on a west 

coast beach means taking a chance on the weather.  

This year we were fortunate to have no rain, but 

the cold temperature meant it was a challenge 

for the musicians to keep their fingers supple 

and instruments in tune, not to mention 

making for a chilly experience for the audience.  

However, our orchestra rose to the challenge 

and we were treated to a musical feast to warm 

our hearts, helped by the abundant offerings 

from the food and drink stands! Our  MC, CBC 

celebrity and comedian Charlie Demers, kept 

our minds off the weather in between pieces.

The programme centred on Canada 150 

celebrations, including The 150 Voice Choir. We were 

honoured to hear inspirational words from Hegus of the Tla’amin Nation Clint Williams, 

reflecting on past and future relationships between The First Nation and the more 

recent inhabitants of the Powell River region.  We also heard from Patrick Brabazon, 

Chair of the Regional District, and City Mayor Dave Formosa who presented  three 

Tla’amin Nation citizens: Clint Williams, Elsie Paul and Roy Francis with the Freedom 

of the City award.  It was an inspiring celebration showcasing a community moving 

forward in unity, partnership and inclusion.

Guest Artists and Master Classes
The remarkable quality of the PRISMA Festival Orchestra is a reflection of the outstanding teaching 

and guidance that our students receive from our Guest Artists including PRISMA’s Music Director 

Arthur Arnold.  

This year brought the welcome return of many of our stalwarts. Returning to Powell River again 

and again to collaborate with international colleagues, teach and mentor young musicians and 
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experience the beauty of our place and the hospitality of our community. 

• Andrew Brown: Principal Viola, Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

• Marcus Goddard: Associate Principal Trumpet, 

Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

• Fokke Van Heel: Principal Horn, Netherlands 

Philharmonic Orchestra 

• Mark Morton:  Associate Professor of Double 

Bass, Texas Tech University

• Janet Arms: flute and piccolo, New York City 

Opera Orchestra 

• Edwin Sungpil Kim: South Korean 

International Award-Winning pianist

• Alain Desgagné: Associate Clarinet, 

Montreal Symphony Orchestra 

• Mathieu Harel: Associate Principal Bassoon, 

Montreal Symphony Orchestra 

• Gordon Cherry: (trombone) Vancouver 

Symphony Orchestra (retired)

• Paul Beauchesne: Principal Tuba, Victoria Symphony

• William Linwood: Principal Timpani, Victoria Symphony

• Michelle Gott: (harp) International Soloist, University of Ottawa Faculty

• Richard Roberts: (violin) The Concert Master of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra 

• Jasper Wood: (violin) Associate Professor of Violin and Chamber Music UBC 

• Gordon Cherry: (trombone) Vancouver Symphony Orchestra (retired) 

To this august list we were delighted to add the talents of:

• Yegor Dyachkov: (cello) Schulich School of Music of McGill University & l’Université de Montréal & 

soloist

• Dennis Kim: (violin) Concert Master of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra

• Julia Lockhart: (bassoon)  Principal Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 

• Terence Tam: (violin) Concertmaster with the Victoria Symphony 

• Yi Zhou: (viola) Principal Los Angeles Opera 

• Lauren Margison: (soprano) 2017 soloist (Strauss-4 last songs)

The Master Classes offered by these virtuosi to PRISMA students continues to grow in popularity. 

PRISMA offers a unique and intimate window into the world of classical music for the community 

as they are invited to sit in on these classes. 
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Festival Concerts 

The 2017 PRISMA Festival Orchestra was comprised of seventy-two talented young musicians 

and three conducting students from twelve countries. The 

Orchestra was chosen from a record-breaking 247 

student applications received (up from 232 in 

2016). The students spent two weeks polishing 

their technique and learning the skills necessary 

to become part of a professional orchestra. 

During that time, they rehearsed, mastered and 

performed a series of magnificent concerts to 

the delight of our capacity audiences. The works 

included:

Beethoven - Overture Fidelio 

Strauss - Rosenkavalier Suite

Rachmaninoff - Symphony no. 2 

Mahler - Adagio from Symphony no. 10  

In addition to the concerts given by the Festival 

Orchestra, we were also treated to chamber concerts by our 

Guest Artists. Our Guest Artists also thrilled us with Raven Tales, an evening of stunning new works 

by BC composers:

Jordan Nobles - Surface Tension

Jennifer Butler - Under Bleak Skies

Marcus Goddard -  Solus

Jocelyn Morlock - Darwin Fish

Giorgio Magnanensi - Quid

A successful innovation this year was the introduction of assigned seating for 

concerts.  Despite a few initial hiccups, this proved very popular, and went a long way 

towards reducing times to fill the house. Our box office was up 

by 8% in 2017 and including free community and sponsor 

tickets, attendance increased by 12%.  

Concerto Competition

The student Concerto Competition once again reached 

heights with a stunningly high quality of playing from the 

students involved. The format was the same as previous 

years, with the semi-finalists, accompanied by Edwin 

Sungpil Kim on the piano, providing a wonderful evening of 

entertainment for the audience.  The three finalists, Stephen 
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Hawkey (cello), Noemi Sallai (clarinet), and Justin Doute (marimba) then performed with the full 

orchestra as part of the closing concert, and the judges selected Sallai as the winner. 

As part of the prize, Sallai will have the unforgettable experience of performing under the baton of 

Maestro Arthur with the Moscow Symphony Orchestra in March 2018.

International Conducting Master Class - Moscow 

This year saw the launch of a new venture for PRISMA:  a conducting master class held in Moscow 

in partnership with the Moscow Symphony Orchestra.  This proved to be very successful, and is 

scheduled to be repeated this year. We are confident that the class will continue to grow, and become 

a key part of the PRISMA spectrum of offerings.

PRISMA for Kids

Powell River is a city filled with musicians, schools in the region 

offer excellent music programs. PRISMA, with the assistance 

of School Division #47 Powell River, again had Maestro Arthur 

Arnold busy visiting schools, including Texada Elementary 

School, with his cello and speaking to budding music students. 

Students across the District were also invited for an instructed 

rehearsal of the Festival Orchestra and to observe Master 

Classes.
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Impact on Powell River

The direct, indirect and induced economic benefits 

of PRISMA on the economy of Powell River are 

significant. The accepted multiplier for PRISMA 

-like music festivals world-wide, is generally 

held to be 2:1. That means a dollar spent 

on delivering PRISMA programs generates 

two dollars’ worth of benefit in the regional 

economy. For example,  carloads of symphony 

aficionados from Courtenay arrive via BC Ferries 

for the PRISMA Festival, book hotel rooms, 

dine in local restaurants, go on boat or fishing 

tours and enjoy the many services Powell River 

has to offer in June. For Powell River and the 

regional district, this means an indirect benefit of 

over $1 million. Added to this are induced benefits 

arising from an increased tourist profile and resulting 

expenditures. These are harder to quantify, but undoubtedly add to the multiplier. If we assume a 

conservative estimate of a 2.4 multiplier for the total benefits, the figure rises to over $1.3 million.

Possibly even more significant than the financial benefits, however, is the effect that PRISMA has 

on the life of the community.  None would question that PRISMA has rapidly become an integral 

part of the calendar of the region and is one of the key factors that help shape our civic and cultural 

identity. 

Finances 

PRISMA completed its most financially successful year ever in the fiscal year 2016 –17. Since its 

inception five years ago, its total annual revenues have grown from $188k to $596k.   The annual 

financial statements, available on request, shows:

Balanced assets and liabilities of $163,621.  We have assets in equipment (computer equipment, 

furniture and fixtures etc.) with a depreciated net worth of $25,965.

Income
• Student fees amounting to $102,306, or 17% of revenues. 

• Donations totalling $165,295, or 28% of revenues (our most significant revenue line.)

• Tickets and programs sales of $75,627, or 13% of revenues.

• Corporate, government and in-kind revenues totalling $121,785 (or 20% of revenues), 

incorporating facilities and transportation services in kind ($33,053), corporate donations in kind 

(88,040), and private donations in kind ($692). 

• Government and foundation grants are growing in importance to PRISMA. These grants totalled 

$109,373 in 2017, or 18% of our revenues
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Expenses 
• Total personnel costs were $243,070, or 44% 

of Expenses.

 Local Salaries, wages and Sub- contracts 

totalled $133,193. 

 Guest artists were paid $109,877. 

• Student accommodations and meals cost 

$70,904, and accounted for 13% of total 

Expenses. 

• Advertising and promotion totalled 

$33,158, or 6% of expenditures.

A $45,661 retained surplus resulted, up slightly 

from $43,451 in the prior fiscal year.

PRISMA has never posted a deficit, and now has 

an unrestricted surplus of $105,803, and $47,661 in 

restricted funds. Of this restricted amount, $20,000 is committed for the 

Musical Merit Scholarship Fund, and $27,661 is held in our endowment 

fund. The retained surplus is without restriction as to expenditure, and is 

consequently available to operations at the vote of the board. 

In 2017, Musical Merit Scholarship Fund awarded $44,125.00 to thirty nine 

students. Scholarships ranged from $300 to the full $1575 student fee. 
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PRISMA Partners

The Powell River and district business community and community organizations continue to partner 

with PRISMA to bring this amazing event to town, it does take a village! Thanks to all of our 2017 

partners for going down the road with us.

40 Knots Winery Max Cameron Theatre Re/MAX

Aaron Service and Supply Nancy de Brouwer Graphic 
Design

Robert Colasanto Photography

ARC Community Theatre Old Courthouse Inn Rona Powell River Building 
Supply Ltd.

BC Ferries Pacific Coast Appliance and 
Installations

Ross Cooper Real Estate

British Columbia Arts Council Pacific Coastal Airlines Save-On Foods

Beach Gardens Resort Patricia Theatre Savoury Bight

Beyond the Road Adventures Peak Publishing School District #47

Big O Tires Pinch & Reid Serious Coffee

Brandes Investment Partners Powell Coast Tourism Springtime Nursery

Capone’s Cellar Powell River Academy of 
Music

Starbucks

Catalyst Paper Powell River Community Band Stubberfield Funeral Home

City of Powell River Powell River Community 
Forest Ltd.

Sunshine Coast Tourism

City Transfer Powell River Community 
Foundation

Tla’amin Nation

CJMP Radio Powell River Film Festival Telus Community 
Ambassadors

Coast FM Powell River Garden Club The Chopping Block

Coastal Cookery Powell River Healthworks The Vancouver Trolley 
Company

Community Foundations of 
Canada

Powell River Historical 
Museum

TMS Moving & Storage

Del Mistro Dunn Powell River Kings Top of the Hill Grocery/Gas 
Bar

False Island Fudge Powell River Regals Town Centre Mall

First Credit Union and 
Insurance

Powell River Town Centre 
Hotel

University of British Columbia

Fortune 900 Print Centre Powell River Regional District Vancouver Island University

Fruits & Roots Juice Bar Quality Foods Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra

Hot Chocolates RBC Emerging Artists Project West Coast Fish Culture

Laughing Oyster Restaurant RBC Dominion Securities 
– Balf/ Sommers Wealth 
Management

Laura Wallace Luthier Robison & Webster
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Conclusion

Looking back on the vibrant activities of the PRISMA 

year leads inevitably to anticipation of what is to 

come this year.  Much remains to be confirmed, 

but we will be bringing Edwin Sungpil Kim 

back to Powell River and Courtenay on April 

26th and 27th.  Edwin Sungpil Kim has 

earned his status as one of the most well-

loved musicians at PRISMA, both through 

his tireless efforts as an accompanist of 

the concerto contestants, or as a stunning 

virtuoso of the piano in his own right. He 

received a standing ovation at a concert in 

which he did not play, just in response to the 

mention of his name!

The full concert programme is now posted on our 

website http://www.prismafestival.com/concerts, and you can see that it 

is another ambitious one, including works by Elgar, Respighi, Berlioz and 

Strauss, and culminating with Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring.

Powell River is astonishing for the richness of its cultural life, and PRISMA 

is proud to stand alongside our friends at the Powell River Academy of 

Music, International Choral Kathaumixw, the Powell River Film Festival, 

Townsite Jazz Festival and others. Thanks to these, and thanks to the 

generous and enthusiastic support of the community, we can look forward to 

continuing to build the reputation of Powell River as a 

centre for the performing arts.
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